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MOTION TO ACCEPT OPENING BRIEF CONTAINING 13,637 WORDS




Counsel for Petitioner-Appellant respectfully requests that this Court accept
an opening brief that exceeds the word count limitation prescribed in C.A.R. 28(g),
and states as follows:

1. The contemporaneously filed opening brief contains 13,637 words.

2. This case, involving the applicability of the Great Writ to five African
elephants confined at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, involves profound and
highly complex issues of first impression. This appeal marks the second
time in history that the highest court of an English-speaking jurisdiction
will hear a habeas corpus case brought on behalf of a nonhuman animal.

3. As the District Court acknowledged: “Virtually every issue raised by this
case is an issue of first impression in Colorado,” and this case “raises
profound issues of ethics, justice, and public policy.” (CF, pp. 000513,
000515). These issues include the history and substantive scope of habeas
corpus, the meaning of legal personhood, the evolution of Colorado
common law considering science and fundamental principles, and the role
and duty of Colorado courts, as well as foundational questions concerning
habeas corpus jurisdiction.

4. The District Court made numerous arguments in its 27-page order
dismissing Petitioner-Appellant’s 374-page petition (including exhibits).
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Given the significance and complex novel issues involved, counsel
submits that the additional words in the opening brief are needed to
adequately and thoroughly address those arguments.
5. Counsel and his team spent many hours making every effort to make the
opening brief as concise as possible.
WHEREFORE Petitioner-Appellant respectfully requests this Court to accept the
contemporaneously filed opening brief comprising 13,637 words.
Dated: May 22, 2024 Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Jake Davis
Jake Davis, # 54032
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