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Fresno Chaffee Zoo 

The Fresno Chaffee Zoo is currently holding captive 2 female African elephants and 1 male African 

elephant. 

●  Nolwazi is an approximately 27-year-old wild born female African elephant. She was born in 
Hlane National Park, imported to the Dallas Zoo from Swaziland in 2016, and transferred to 
the Fresno Chaffee Zoo in 2018. Her daughter is Amahle, who was imported from Swaziland 
with her and lives with her at the Fresno Chaffee Zoo. 

● Amahle is an approximately 12-year-old wild born female African elephant. She was born in 
Hlane National Park, imported to the Dallas Zoo from Swaziland in 2016, and transferred to 
the Fresno Chaffee Zoo in 2018. In 2019, Amahle was diagnosed with EEHV. Here is a 
presentation on the Fresno Chaffee Zoo’s treatment of Amahle, including training her to be 
restrained (pg. 57-78). 

● Vusmusi, also known as Moose or Musi, is a 17-year-old male captive born African elephant. 
He was born in 2004 at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park. His mother is Ndulamitsi, she was 
pregnant with Vusmusi when she was imported to the US from Swaziland and his father is 
unknown. He was transferred from the San Diego Zoo Safari Park to the Fresno Chaffee Zoo 
in 2015. In 2017, after breaking and cracking his tusks numerous times, the zoo had metal 
covers made for them. 

There have been 3 elephant deaths at the Fresno Chaffee Zoo since 2017 

● Amy, a 30-year-old wild-born African elephant, died in 2017 after being euthanized due to a 
torn ligament in her leg which impacted her mobility. She died two years after arriving at the 
Fresno Chaffee Zoo. Her daughter was Miss Bets, who also died at the Fresno Chaffee Zoo. 

● Miss Bets, an 11-year-old captive-born African elephant, died in 2019 of EEHV. She died 
four years after arriving at the Fresno Chaffee Zoo. 

● Kara, a 42-year-old wild-born Asian elephant, died in 2017 when she was euthanized due to 
pain from chronic osteoarthritis. She had lived at the Fresno Chaffee Zoo for 34 years. 

The Elephant Exhibit 

The Fresno Chaffee Zoo remodeled its elephant exhibit in 2015 and it is one of the exhibits that 

comprises the zoo’s 13-acre African Adventure section of the zoo.  

The elephant exhibit is approximately 4 acres, although the usable space for the elephants appears 

closer to 3 acres. When it opened, the then zoo director said: “Elephants also will live in a typical 

matriarchal setting as they do in Africa…the zoo will start with three and could build up to six or 

eight on the 4-acre portion of the expansion.” When the zoo separated Nolwazi and Amahle from the 

Swaziland herd at the Dallas Zoo and brought them to Fresno, they said it was for breeding purposes. 

They also touted that Amahle would have a similarly aged female elephant to socialize with (Miss 

Bets); however Miss Bets died less than six months after Amahle’s arrival. 
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The outdoor yard includes two water features, a pond/pool and a waterfall that is at times turned off. 

There is a fake rock wall that is a part of the waterfall feature that has holes in it which the elephants 

can reach in and grab food from. There is a pond-like water feature which separates the elephants 

from the rhinos, it is unclear how they prevent the elephants from crossing over as there is no visible 

barrier. The elephants are able to see the rhinos and other species from their exhibit. There is a 

significant amount of traffic and construction noise that can be heard at the elephant exhibit. The zoo 

is right off the SR-99 freeway and a new exhibit, “Kingdoms of Asia,” is being built very close to the 

elephants. 

The primary substrate of the exhibit is natural grass and there are different types of trees which the 

elephants are able to touch. Some trees appear to be wrapped in wire. The yard is separated into a 

front a back yard, with a gated walkway that the elephants can pass through to access each yard. 

There appears to be access to the barn from both sections of the yard. There is also a small pen that 

the elephants are put in for public training sessions. The pen is at the furthest part of the yard away 

from the barn.  

In addition to the rock wall, there is at least one feeding station, a pole that has hay hanging from it. 

There appeared to be some hay scattered near the pathway Vusmusi was walking on the day I visited. 

The elephants’ diet includes grass, oat hay, grain, vegetables, and alfalfa cubes. During my visit, 

Vusmusi spent most of his time at the feeding wall and walking the same path between the front and 

back sections of the yard. He was the only elephant out during the 90 minutes I observed the exhibit. 

When it is too cold outside, the elephants are kept in the barn.  

Photos and Videos 

Photos and Videos from NhRP Visit to Zoo 

Elephant “Stomp and Chomp” (2020) 

Video of Training Session Inside the Elephant Barn 

Video from Oct. 2021 Showing all 3 elephants in yard  

Video from zoo visitor from Sept. 2021 (elephant are in clip from 1:50 to 3:20) 

TikTok of Vusmusi tearing branch from tree 

TikTok “Meet Musi” 

TikTok of Nolwazi and Amahle in barn, Amahle appears to be engaging in stereotypic behavior 


